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The October issue explores some great questions for your congregation’s 
small groups to discuss this month:  

• What could your social media say about who you are as a Lutheran? 
Paul Prange offers insights based on Martin Luther’s 500-year-old 
seal (pp. 10,11).  

• Agree or disagree: If a church is not growing, it’s dying. David Scharf 
uses God’s Word to examine that statement from various angles 
(pp. 14,15).  

• How should families with young children approach going to 
church? Three moms who have been through it share their per-
spectives (pp. 16,17). 

• How can I help strengthen WELS’ congregations and be Christ’s 
ambassador? Mark Gabb examines the importance of congregations—
and their members—in our Savior’s Great Commission (pp. 20,21). 

• When does persistent praying become selfish praying? Michael 
Vogel reminds us what Scripture says about prayer (pp. 30,31). 

Does your congregation use FIC for its small groups? Tell us how at 
forwardinchrist.net/submit.

This fall, the WELS Connection videos 
are highlighting the new long-range 
strategic plan approved at this year’s 
synod convention. The plan presents 
four priorities for 2025–2035: culture, 
congregations, calling, and commission. 
Both the October WELS Connection  
and a corresponding article in Forward 
in Christ will focus on the importance of 
strong congregations, which form the 
backbone of our synod (pp. 20,21). 

WELSCONNECTIONS 

Learn how Julie Wen, a former Bud-
dhist, discovered Lutheranism and 
the pure joy of studying God’s  
Word (pp. 7–9).  

Dig into the book of Titus, a little 
letter that offers big truths to help  
us live truthful lives in the world 
today (pp. 32,33).  

Reflect on the words “by faith”— 
two simple words to say but hard 
ones to live by (back page).  

EXPLORE OCTOBER 2025 ARTICLES 

GET YOUR WEEKLYinspiration
Encourage your members to get a dose of Forward in Christ every week by sub-
scribing to FIC’s free e-newsletter, which includes extra content, additional photos, 
inspirational videos, sneak peeks, and more. It’s an easy way for your members  
to stay connected and get a quick burst of encouragement during the week.  

Sign up at forwardinchrist.net/subscribe. Lead the way and subscribe today! 
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